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Cherish Our Children
WHEREAS the Church Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA) adopted a Message on Commercial Sexual Exploitation (Message) in November 2001; and

WHEREAS this Message states, “Love born of faith in Jesus Christ calls us all to attend to, discuss, resist, and reject the system of sexual exploitation” (pg.1); and,
WHEREAS “The Church Council of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America calls upon members, congregations, synods, churchwide units, and affiliated agencies and institutions to give serious consideration to what they should and can do,” (Message, pg.7); and,

Whereas in 2005 a Bishop’s Task Force in the Minneapolis Area Synod (MAS) created Cherish Our Children as a congregation-based ministry of prayer, education, relationship-building, and action to implement the ELCA Message; and,

Whereas the 2006 MAS Assembly passed a Resolution encouraging congregations in MAS to become involved in Cherish Our Children, setting a goal of 50 percent congregational participation by 2010; and,

Whereas since that MAS 2006 Resolution, the Northwest Synod of Wisconsin, Western North Dakota Synod, Southwestern Minnesota Synod, Southeastern Iowa Synod, and the Northern Texas-northern Louisiana Synod have joined with the Minneapolis Area Synod in promoting Cherish Our Children among their congregations, therefore be it

Resolved that the 2007 MAS Assembly memorialize the 2007 ELCA Churchwide Assembly to direct the Church in Society unit to convey to each Synod Council, information and an invitation to implement Cherish Our Children as a ministry in its synod; and be it finally
Resolved that the MAS Assembly memorialize the 2007 ELCA Churchwide Assembly to set a goal of having 50 percent of the 65 ELCA synods implementing Cherish Our Children by 2015, with the progress towards this goal reported by the Church in Society unit at each Churchwide Assembly through 2015.
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