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We Exceeded Our Goal!!
Thanks to all of our congregations, organizations and individuals who 

helped us exceed our 30-30 challenge to raise $30,000 for the 30th year 
of our summer youth consortium. On May 24, 19 congregations received 
grants totaling $32,040 to help with summer programming. Children, youth 
and families in the urban core are blessed through unique and creative 

Congregational leaders are involved in the summer youth consortium.

Summer Youth Consortium, continued on page 9

A Community Gathered By Christ: 
2011 Synod Assembly Prays, Votes
The 2011 Minneapolis Area Synod Assembly took place on 

May 7, at St. Andrew Lutheran Church, Eden Prairie. For the 
second year in a row, we lived out the theme of �A community 
Gathered by Christ: From Stranger to Neighbor.�  

Synod Assembly, continued on page 2

Worship 
This year�s opening worship was 
on Friday, May 6, at St. Andrew 
Lutheran Church, Eden Prairie. 
Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson was 
the preacher. The worship team 
did a wonderful job of planning an 
inspiring and meaningful worship 
to open our assembly. This year the 
Synod Senior Band began the time of 
worship with prelude music.

Learning and Business Meetings
On Saturday, the keynote speaker 
for the assembly was Vivian Jenkins 
Nelson, co-founder of INTER-RACE, 
a diversity think tank located at 
Augsburg College in Minneapolis, 
and nationally recognized as a 
diversity practitioner, trainer and 
researcher. Focusing on the theme of 
�A Community Gathered by Christ: 
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From Stranger to Neighbor,� Jenkins 
Nelson�s message at Synod Assembly 
centered on radical hospitality: We 
thought that our role was to be 
hospitable to the stranger; now we 
know that it is to be transformed by 
the stranger.

Youth Voting Members 
There were more than 29 youth voting members 
at this year�s assembly who connected with this 
intergenerational event. Before the opening worship 
on Friday night, the youth were treated to a pizza 
dinner with Bishop Johnson where they could ask 
questions of him and he of them. 

Thank You!

¶ Christ Lutheran Church, Blaine, for hosting 
the conference assemblies in February.

¶ The Synod Assembly Youth Leadership team: 
Jo Mueller, Jen Nagel, Paul Rogers, Peter 
Aldrich, Peter Larsen, Jason Wahlstrom, John 
Gabrielson, Nina Joy, Alyssa Schmeling and A. 
Schumacher.

¶ Rev. Mary Halvorson and Clarance Smith for 
planning opening worship.

¶ To the music directors and their respective 
choirs/band: William Obaga, Swahili Choir; 
Lisa Olson, Gospel Choir; and Emmett Stark, 
Synod Senior Band.

¶ The staff at St. Andrew Lutheran Church, 
Eden Prairie, for hosting the event.

¶ To our �nancial sponsors: Clergy Financial 
Resources; Kairos and Associates, Inc.; The 
James Company; and Thrivent Financial for 
Lutherans.

Synod Assembly, continued from page 1

Youth voting members met together with Bishop Johnson for pizza and 
conversation on Friday evening before worship.

Synod Assembly is a time to renew friendships – Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson, 
Rev. Susan Tjornehoj and Bishop Craig Johnson before worship.

Keynote speaker Vivian Jenkins Nelson called those gathered to practice radical 
hospitality, to be transformed by the stranger.

For resolutions and elections 
results, see page 10.

For assembly awards, see 
page 12.
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One of Our Own Awarded 
Red Cross Heroes Award
The Rev. Daniel Carlson, Public Safety Ministries Inc., 

was honored as a �Citizen� Hero by the Twin Cities 
Area Chapter of the American Red Cross. The Citizen 
Award is presented to a woman or man who showed 
concern and actively works to improve the safety and well-
being of others. Rev. Carlson was one of 15 heroes who 
were honored during the fourth annual American Red 
Cross Heroes Breakfast presented by Target on May 17 at 
the University of Minnesota McNamara Alumni Center.

Carlson�s Story 
Rev. Carlson has devoted his life to ensuring his 
community is a place where intellectual, physical and 
spiritual growth can safely transpire. After serving 25 
years in the law enforcement �eld, the former Eden 
Prairie Police Chief decided to reinvent himself. Now 
an ordained ELCA pastor, Carlson serves as chaplain 
for the Minnesota Chiefs of Police Association, the 
Hennepin County Chiefs of Police and the Minnesota Law 
Enforcement Memorial Association. He is also the creator 
of Public Safety Ministries Inc.

Pastor Daniel Carlson accepts the “Citizen” Hero award.

Augsburg Earns Highest National Honor for 
Community Service
As colleges across the country honor their graduates this commencement season, the Corporation for National and 

Community Service (CNCS) honored the nation�s leading institutions of higher education for their support of 
volunteering, service-learning and civic engagement.

Augsburg College was one of six higher education institutions in the nation to receive the 2010 Presidential Award for 
Community Service. Augsburg is the only college from Minnesota ever to receive this distinguished honor; they have 
been named three times since 2006 as Presidential Honor 
Roll with Distinction Members, but this is the �rst time 
they have achieved the highest award available. The 
honor is a testament to the way that Auggies live out their 
mission and commitment to serving the neighbor�in our 
urban Minneapolis location and around the world. 

During the 2009-10 
school year, Auggies 
contributed nearly 
200,000 hours of 
community service to programs including course-based 
service-learning, Campus Kitchen, Bonner Leaders, Urban 
Scrubs Camp, Community Gardens, GEMS/GISE/STEM 
summer programs and much, much more. They are proud 
of the more than 1,700 students who participated in 
academic service-learning last year and the more than 200 
faculty and staff who joined them. 

The Corporation for National and Community Service, 
which has administered the Honor Roll since 2006, 
admitted a total of 641 colleges and universities for 
their impact on issues from literacy and neighborhood 
revitalization to supporting at-risk youth. Of that total, 
511 were named to the Honor Roll, 114 received the 
recognition of Honor Roll with distinction, 11 were 
identi�ed as �nalists, and six received the Presidential 
Award.

�As members of the class of 2011 cross the stage to 
pick up their diplomas, more and more will be going 
into the world with a commitment to public service and 
the knowledge that they can make a difference in their 
communities and their own lives through service to 
others, thanks to the leadership of these institutions,� said 
Patrick A. Corvington, chief executive of�cer of CNCS. 
�Congratulations to these schools and their students for 
their dedication to service and commitment to improving 
their local communities. We salute all the Honor Roll 
awardees for embracing their civic mission and providing 
opportunities for their students to tackle tough national 
challenges through service.�

Augsburg Wins National Honor, continued on page 8 Carlson wins Red Cross Award, continued on page 4
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NEW TO THE SYNOD:
Rev. Mollie A. 
Dvorak, ordained 
May 24, 2011, to Zion 
Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Anoka, 
associate pastor. 

WITHIN THE SYNOD:
Rev. Heather Hammond, to 
All Saints Lutheran Church, 
Minnetonka, senior pastor.

Rev. Catherine Malotky, from 
ELCA Board of Pensions, to Luther 
Seminary, Saint Paul, philanthropic 
advisor.

CONGREGATIONS IN 
INTERIM:

Alleluia!, St. Michael, pastor
Bethany, Minneapolis, pastor
Bethel Evangelical, Minneapolis, 

pastor
Gustavus Adolphus, Minneapolis, 

pastor

Jordan New Life, Minneapolis, pastor
Lord of Life, Ramsey, senior, associate
Siloa, Braham, pastor (PT)
St. John�s Evangelical, Mound, senior
St. Luke�s, Bloomington, senior
St. Timothy, Columbia Heights, pastor
Zion Evangelical, Minneapolis, pastor

CONGREGATIONS IN ACTIVE 
CALL PROCESS:
Cross of Glory, Brooklyn Center, pastor
Family of Christ, Chanhassen, senior
Good Shepherd, Minneapolis, 

associate
Hope Evangelical, Minneapolis, pastor
Mt. Carmel, Minneapolis, associate 

(PT)
Prince of Peace, Brooklyn Park, senior
Salem Evangelical, Minneapolis, pastor
St. Andrew�s, Eden Prairie, senior
St. Barnabas, Plymouth, associate
St. Philip�s, Fridley, senior
West Union, Carver, pastor
Woodlake, Rich�eld, senior

CONGREGATIONS CALLING 
FINAL CANDIDATE:
Faith, Isanti, pastor
Good Shepherd, Wayzata, associate
St. Mary Magdalene, Savage, pastor

IN MEMORY:

The Rev. Joan (Rotraut) 
Conrad died May 3, 2011, at 
the age of 89. Born June 17, 
1921, in Parchim, Germany, she 
graduated from the University of 
Minnesota in 1971; and Luther 
Seminary, Saint Paul, in 1976. 
She was ordained in 1976. 
The founder of JC Ministries 
to Angels With Dented Halos, 
she served as chaplain for the 
Ramsey County Jail, Saint Paul, 
and Oak Park Heights, Lino 
Lakes and Faribault prisons, as 
well as a Minneapolis transitional 
housing facility, Pursuit Hometel.  
Following her retirement in 
2001, she moved to Lubeck, 
Germany. 

Preceded in death by her son, 
George, Chaplain Conrad is 
survived by her daughters, 
Kristina (Steve) Johannsen, Dak 
(Cathy) Konrad; grandchildren, 
Christopher and Molly 
Johannsen. 

Pastor Carlson said he felt honored to receive the award and is hopeful it will 
bring recognition to the cause and work of his ministry. But being nominated 
by a former police chief he worked with is what made it all the more special. 
�To know they thought enough to do that meant a lot,� said Carlson.

Carlson started Public Safety Ministries while he was still a police chief in 
2005. The ministry aims to help emergency service workers of all faiths deal 
with the trauma of their profession by �nding solace through exploring their 
spirituality. �They have to turn off their emotions to get the job done,� said 
Carlson. �Sometimes they have a hard time turning them back on. We try to 
help them turn their emotions back on.�

To learn more about Public Safety Ministries Inc., visit www.
publicsafetlyministries.org. To hear more about his award, go to http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=GyFiY45EmT4&sns=em.

Carlson Wins National Honor, continued from page 3



HappeningWhat’sComings & Goings

What’s Happening, continued on page 8
Events highlighted by a colored box are 
sponsored by the Minneapolis Area Synod.

June 2011
St. Olaf Lutheran Spring Concert 
Fundraiser, June 1, 7 p.m., St. Olaf 
Lutheran Church, 2901 Emerson 
Ave. N, Minneapolis. The Spring 
Concert fundraiser, for repair of its 
historic Moeller organ, will include 
choral, instrumental and organ 
selections presented by local talent. 
Free will offering. Lemonade and 
cookies will be served following the 
performance. 

Ugandan Fundraiser, June 2, 7-
8:30 p.m., St. Paul-Reformation 
Lutheran Church, 100 N Oxford 
St, St. Paul. Missionaries of Hate,� 
a documentary on role of U.S. 
evangelicals in fueling anti-gay 
sentiment in Uganda will be screened 
followed by discussion. Funds 
raised will support Ugandan Bishop 
Christopher Senyonjo�s work on 
behalf of human rights and safety for 
Ugandan GLBT persons. Sponsored 
by Wingspan Ministry at St. Paul-
Reformation Lutheran Church. 
Suggested donation: $25.

Generous Hearts: Encouraging 
Planned Giving Ministry in the 
Congregation, June 3, 8 a.m.-2 p.m., 
Central Lutheran Church, Minneapolis.

ELCA Glocal Mission Gathering, 
June 10-11, Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Church, 301 County Road 19, 
Excelsior. Music from various 
cultures will enhance worship 
and meals will include food from 
around the globe. For information 
or to register, visit www.elca.org/
globalevents or call 1-800-638-3522.

ELCA Day at Valleyfair, June 20, 
Valleyfair, Shakopee. Open to folks 
of any age. See synod website for 
registration form. Phone Mary Kaye 
at 612-532-7083 with questions.
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August 2011
2011 ELCA Churchwide Assembly, 
August 14-20, Orlando, Florida. The 
12th Biennial Churchwide Assembly 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in America will be held at the 
Orlando World Center Resort. Voting 
members will gather for legislative 
action, Bible study and daily worship 
rooted in the Word and sacraments.

Town Hall Forum with ELCA 
Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson, 
August 18, online (during 2011 
Churchwide Assembly). More 
information is at www.elca.org.

Bridgebuilder Training, August 
29-31, Luther Seminary, St. Paul. 
Bridgebuilder is a resource of 
trained lay and clergy who assist 
congregations in reconciliation 
and healing.  The six-step 
process includes interviews with 
congregation leaders and other 
members, interviews with staff, 
gathering of information and 
preparations for a follow-up plan. 
Cost: $475 (includes the training 
manual, the leader�s packet, and one 
year�s consultation following the 
training, plus coffee breaks). Meals 
may be purchased at the seminary 
cafeteria. Limited rooms available 
overnight in Stub Hall. Contact the 
seminary for room information. 
Phone: 651-641-3456. For more 
information and registration form 
contact Pastor Roger Schwarze, 651-
777-5102 or rschwarze@qwest.net.

September 2011

Minneapolis Area Synod WELCA 
Annual Gathering, September 17, 
8 a.m.-4 p.m., Nativity Lutheran 
Church, 3312 Silver Lake Road 
NE, St. Anthony. Theme will be 

11th Annual Summer Celebration 
at Messiah Lutheran, June 21, 5-8 
p.m., Center for Changing Lives, 
2400 Park Ave., Minneapolis. 
Free food, live music and plenty of 
family fun make the 2011 Summer 
Celebration event for people living 
in and near the Minneapolis West 
Phillips neighborhood. Free and 
open to the public. Also a variety of 
family-oriented games and activities, 
including pony rides, will be offered. 
There will be featured performances 
by jazz musician Bruce Henry and 
the Messiah Bridge Band and The 
Aztec Dancers. For more information, 
contact Rich Olson at 612-871-8831 
or Julie Magnus at 952-831-4746. 

Augsburg College Youth Theology 
Institute, June 26-July 1, Augsburg 
College, Minneapolis. Topic: �Our 
Wild and Reckless God: What Does 
Forgiveness Mean?� Nominate high 
school students who have completed 
9th-12th grades to participate in 
an unforgettable week of exploring 
forgiveness in today�s world. This 
year�s instructor: Mark Tranvik, 
professor and chair of religion. Cost: 
$200 (includes all activities, food and 
lodging). Application deadline: May 
16. For more information, including 
nomination/application details, visit 
www.augsburg.edu/acyti.

July 2011
Faith and Family Night at a Lynx 
Game, July 29, 7 p.m., Target Center, 
Minneapolis. Join the Minnesota Lynx 
for 2011 Faith and Family Night in 
partnership with Thrivent Financial. 
Bring your youth group, sports team, 
family and friends for a night of WNBA 
basketball, music, and worship. The 
Lynx play the Seattle Storm.
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Opportunities
Worship and Music 
Minister of Music � Atonement 
Lutheran Church, New Brighton (PT). 

Director of Worship � Westwood 
Lutheran Church, St. Louis Park (PT). 

Youth and Family Ministry
Middle School Ministry Coordinator 
� Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran 
Church, Prior Lake (FT). 

High School Youth Ministry Intern 
� Resurrection Lutheran Church, 
Monticello (PT). 

Middle School Youth Ministry 
Intern � Resurrection Lutheran 
Church, Monticello (PT). 

Youth Director � Shepherd of the 
Valley Lutheran Church, Apple 
Valley (FT).

Education and Children’s 
Ministry
Children�s Ministry Coordinator 
� Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran 
Church, Prior Lake (PT). 

Early Childhood Ministry 
Coordinator � Shepherd of the Lake 
Lutheran Church, Prior Lake (PT). 

Director of Educational Ministries � 
Our Saviour�s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church, Hastings (FT). 

Administrative and Other 
Positions
Communications Coordinator 
� Christ the King Lutheran Church, 
New Brighton (FT). 

Regional Director � Lutheran 
Volunteer Corps, Minneapolis (FT). 

Custodian � Minnehaha Communion 
Lutheran Church, Minneapolis (PT). 

Web Designer � Augsburg Fortress 
Publishers, Minneapolis (FT). 

Church Bookkeeper � Redeemer 
Lutheran Church, Minneapolis (PT). 

Director of Admissions � Luther 
Seminary, St. Paul (FT). 

Parish Administrator � Prince of Peace 
Lutheran Church, Roseville (FT). 

Communications Specialist � Pilgrim 
Lutheran Church, St. Paul (PT). 

ZOOM House Program Director � Zion 
Lutheran Church, Minneapolis (FT). 

Business Administrator � Christ 
Lutheran Church, Blaine (PT). 

Web Developer � Luther Seminary, 
St. Paul (FT). 

June Issue of The Lutheran Looks at Trends in the Church 

The June issue of The Lutheran 
focuses on �10 trends to watch.� 

Using research compiled on American 
religious 
life and 
social 
cultural 
trends, an author and speaker on 
Christian faith formation identi�ed 10 
trends that he believes congregations 
need to pay attention to. In this 
article, congregational leaders, 
teachers and theologians offer their 
perspectives on the 10 trends as they 
relate to ELCA congregations. 

This issue is a resource for individual 
and group study. Read Peter Marty�s 
column and ponder �Inhaling the 
Spirit� � it�s a gift that is not found, 
obtained or possessed. Walter 
Wangerin Jr.�s �Between us� column 
is a great discussion-starter on the 
subject of faith. And read �Lutherans 

restoring creation� to see how a 
grassroots movement within the 
ELCA is fostering care for God�s 
creation in all expressions of the 
church�s life. To help your discussion 
on creation, a study guide is available 
for this article at www.thelutheran.
org; click on �study guides.� It�s free 
to print and Web subscribers.

What is happening in the church 
locally and globally? In The 
Lutheran�s June issue, get an 
update on the April meeting of the 
ELCA Church Council; see how 
the ELCA is responding to those 
affected by severe spring storms. 
Learn about �A miracle in Kansas,� 
where a congregation found a way 
to feed those in need. Discover 
how an ELCA college can help the 
seminary-bound by �Fast-tracking 
the process.� Travel to Chile where 
Lutherans learn during a hands-

on course in community health 
work. Read the magazine�s �Higher 
education� page to �nd out what�s 
happening at ELCA colleges and 
universities.

Marking Father�s Day, read �A plain, 
white card� to see how a son honors 
his dad. Learn how �Adults put the 
Bible into their summer vacation.� 
Get advice from a congregation 
on �Teaching teens about money.� 
Get some more advice on how to 
take steps to plug into your young 
person�s life in our technological 
age. Meet an ELCA pastor who says 
it�s all �about grace� and an ELCA 
member whose dream of a lifetime 
came true. Find pride in some of the 
ELCA�s �Compassionate kids� who 
know how to help those in need. And 
read reviews of the movie From the 
Life of Hildegard von Bingen and the 
children�s book Interrupting Chicken.

For more job opportunities, visit the synod website, www.mpls-synod.org.
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Opportunities Our Malaria Work: From Here, To There, and Beyond
by Mary Simonson Clark, Our Malaria Work coordinator for the Minneapolis Area Synod

From Here, In Our Synod

Here at Synod Assembly, Pastor Antonio Machado�s drum roll announced the $65,000 Our Malaria Work giving total. 
We celebrated our successful work together in giving, as well as in praying, learning, and advocating to contain malaria. 

At least 88 of our 152 congregations participated in, are now working on, or are planning Our Malaria Work activities.  

Peace Lutheran Church here in Bloomington, launched 
their malaria work during Lent with bulletin inserts and 
a video (�Resources� available at: www.elca.org/malaria). 
They encouraged members to donate to our malaria work 
in lieu of Easter plants. For members who wanted �owers, 
Peace provided 
a benevolently 
funded match 
equaling the 
cost of a mosquito net. By Easter, members of Peace 
gave 84 �owers as well as matching funds and donations 
equivalent to 186 nets!

Matching funds also played a key role in the malaria work 
at Hope Lutheran Church here in Minneapolis. After 
children�s messages during worship, Hope�s children 
collected money from congregational members. Their goal 
was $500, which they far surpassed. Then, an anonymous 
donor matched their donations doubling their gifts to 
prevent and treat malaria.

During our malaria pilot synod work here, we learned 
congregations who set their own fund raising goals 
(sometimes based on their membership multiplied by 
the cost of a net) achieve or surpass their goals. This 
seems particularly true if their children and youth are 
involved as leaders of multi-generational activities within 
their education programs, worship and other ministries. 
Through their own creative efforts, congregations enjoy 
working together to accompany our companion neighbors 
in malaria prevention.

To There, In Liberia

Our synod�s giving will go from here to vital malaria work 
among our companions there, in Africa. In Liberia (www.
elca.org/malaria/handbook), our giving can facilitate 
participation in the government�s distribution of nets, 
insure nets for pregnant women, increase preventative 
treatments, and support malaria education in rural clinics 
and congregations. It can provide rapid diagnostic test 
kits and adequate supplies of effective drug combination 
therapies. Finally, our giving here can build capacity with 
health care staff training and enhanced lab facilities in 
Phebe and Curran hospitals there in Liberia.

And Beyond

Lynette Obara, 
as a menacing 
mosquito, 
appeared at 
Synod Assembly 
to remind us 
that we are not 
�nished with our 
malaria work. 
A child still dies 
every 45 seconds 
due to malaria. 

How can we go beyond what we have already done here 
to help our neighbors there, in Africa?

�	 With a little �seed money,� could your youth go 
beyond their summer routines and participate 
in a �sleep under (nets)� event that would grow 
the investment by several fold? Contact Mary 
(marysimonsonclark@gmail.com or 612-636-5104) 
for seed money, nets and numerous youth-oriented 
activities.

�	 Could your music groups go beyond their usual 
worship music to an intergenerational concert to 
raise $1,000 that could sponsor a traveling malaria 
education music and drama group? Perhaps music 
groups from several congregations could hold a fund 
raising concert together.

�	 Beyond the typical summer sports participation, 
could you collect pledges for each soccer goal, 
volleyball point, tennis victory, etc.? How about 
hosting a running or biking �mosquito chase�? 

Here, we celebrate our congregations� great work to 
raise awareness and funds for malaria prevention. We 
also celebrate the vital work our funds will help our 
Companions do there, in Africa. Yet, we look beyond 
what we have done, to the work we have left to do. From 
here, to there and beyond, join in the joy and success of 
Our Malaria Work!
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What’s Happening, 
continued from page 5

�We Revew our Call to Inclusivity.� 
Keynote speaker for the day will be 
Vivian Jenkins Nelson, director of 
Inter-Race. Bible study leader will be 
Inez Torres Davis, director for justice 
for the ELCA. Both women will be 
a breakout session presenter.; Vivian 
will present on racism and Inez on 
justice. Other breakout sessions 
leaders will be Glenndy Ose on the 
ELCA Sexuality Statement and Betty 
Brandt from Women of the ELCA 
churchwide. The plenary session 
will include information from the 
Triennial Gathering, elections, and 
resolutions. Closing with worship. 
Cost is $40. For more information, 
contact Carole Schulze at 952-935-
6451 or cjenes@comcast.net.

Bishops� Theological Conference, 
September 25-27, Heartwood 
Conference Center and Retreat, 
Trego, Wis. For rostered leaders in 
the Saint Paul Area and Minneapolis 
Area Synods. Keynote speaker 
Presiding Bishop Mark Hanson will 
speak on �A Distinctively Lutheran 
Witness in a Culture of Mistrust.� 
There will also be presentations on 
theology, scripture, and ministry by 
homegrown theologians: The Church 
and the Arts: Tending Our Souls 
and Enlivening Our Ministries, Dr. 
Cindi Beth Johnson; Left Behind: 
Hagar and Ishmael, Plus Others, Dr. 
Michael Rogness; The Divine Parent: 
What God�s Interactions with the 
Patriarchs in Genesis Can Teach Us 
about Parenting and Raising Children 
of Faith, Dr. Peter Samuelson. Plus 
golf, canoeing on Namekagon River, 
hiking trails, solitude, conviviality. 
Registration information available 
soon. Download �yer from synod 
website for more information.

Summer Youth Consortium, continued from page 1

ministries during the summer months 
provided by our congregations. This 
ministry is funded with $10,000 
from the percentage of shared 
offerings from our congregations 
through mission support. In addition 
we look for funding from partner 
congregations who have a passion for 
helping with urban ministry. Thanks 
to the following organizations, 
individuals, and congregations who 
together helped us raise an additional 
$23,000:

Thrivent Financial for Lutherans
Kairos and Associates
Bethlehem, Minneapolis
Cambridge Lutheran
Calvary, Edina
Diamond Lake, Minneapolis
Edina Community, Edina
Family of Christ, Chanhassen
Immanuel, Eden Prairie
Lord of Life, Maple Grove
Lutheran Church of the Good 

Shepherd, Minneapolis
Mount Calvary, Excelsior
Normandale, Edina
Oak Grove, Rich�eld
Oak Knoll, Minnetonka
Peace, Coon Rapids
Prairie Lutheran, Eden Prairie
Resurrection, Monticello
Servant of Christ, Champlin
St. James, Crystal
St John�s, Minneapolis
St. Philip the Deacon,Plymouth
Trinity, Long Lake
Valley of Peace, Golden Valley
Westwood , St. Louis Park

Claire and Jason Topp
Jan and Tim Maudlin
Mark and Laura Johnson
Keith and Jean Magnuson
Dale and Jo Mueller

Churches receiving grants:
South Minneapolis:
�	 Bethel Evangelical
�	 Calvary

�	 El Milagro/The Miracle
�	 Messiah
�	 Minnehaha Communion
�	 Swahili Speaking Congregation
�	 Our Saviour�s
�	 Salem English
�	 St. Paul�s Evangelical
�	 Trinity Lutheran Congregation
�	 Zion Evangelical

North Minneapolis
�	 Christ English
�	 Luther Memorial
�	 Redeemer
�	 River of Life
�	 Salem Evangelical
�	 St. Olaf
�	 Jordan New Life

Northeast Minneapolis
�	 Northeast Community

This honor is an important addition 
to the recognition previously received 
from U.S. News & World Report 
as one of the top 25 schools in the 
country for service-learning and their 
Carnegie Foundation classi�cation 
for Community Engagement. 
You can learn more about the 
Presidential Award on the Learn 
and Serve America website: www.
learnandserve.gov/about/programs/
higher_ed_honorroll.asp. 

A total of 851 institutions applied 
for the 2010 Honor Roll, a nine 
percent increase over last year, a sign 
of the growing interest by colleges 
and universities in highlighting their 
efforts to engage students in making 
a difference in the community. 

Augsburg Wins National 
Honor, continued from 
page 3
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motivated �customers� 
who seek out 
ELCA churches 

as potential homes 
of faith. Show us 

some moxie, and we 
might show up on Sunday!

Some websites make it dif�cult 
to �nd who the staff is. For one church, I had to labor 
through several layers simply to contact someone (no 
name provided) to ask for basic worship information. 
As of this writing, several congregations have not 
yet responded. On one church website I clicked on 
�Weekend Announcements,� hoping to learn the 
worship schedule. Its most recent entry was November 
2010 � and I�m sur�ng in mid-May 2011. A number of 
churches still have Lent, Holy Week and Easter schedules 
mentioned prominently.

But some congregations �get it.�  Their websites 
prominently list not only worship times and styles but 
the coming summer schedule. Their drop-down menus 
are comprehensive and easy-to-navigate. It�s a cinch to 
email some pastors; click on his/her@address beneath the 
photo or beside the name�and within 24 hours, she�s 
replied! With a click and at a glance I can get a pretty 
complete picture, literally, of the congregation�s breadth 
of ministry � and without enduring a screen full of single-
spaced text, I can read speci�cs of the congregation�s 
purposes and goals.

So Nancy and I are still church shopping � but thanks to 
the web (or, �No thanks� to some sites), we have a short 
list. We may be making a decision by this fall. We�re not 
only ready to attend, we�re ready to contribute our selves, 
our time, and our possessions.  

Thanks for listening. As an affectionate pastoral partner 
of this synod�s �community gathered by Christ� � ELCA 
and proud of it � I just thought you should know my 
experiences with shopping and sur�ng. 

God go with you!  

A Retired Pastor Goes Surfing
By Rev. Nate Castens, retired pastor

I�ve been church-shopping. I retired as a pastor in June 2010, and my wife and I won�t continue as active members in 
the church family which we called home for thirty years. Heeding my good bishop�s advice, the wisdom of peers who 

have preceded me on this path and the good instincts of ministry, we�ll �nd another place to put down our roots of faith 
and be watered with Word and sacrament.  

As we look around for churches to try out, my spouse. 
Nancy. and I have some non-negotiable needs and 
expectations. Prime is the eucharist at every service every 
weekend. The sacrament�s centrality in Lutheran worship 
� on a par with the Word, read and preached � is a 
discussion for another time. 

But now that we can go to church anytime on Sunday 
morning, we want the luxury of worship with communion 
on our personal weekend schedule, not some worship 
committee�s decision of alternative times and weeks � 
Communion not too often, but not too seldom � and what 
about those �fth Sundays? We want worship itself to be 
clearly topmost in a congregation�s life and value. We 
want clarity, not to mention a certain energetic dynamic, 
in vision and mission statements. We want a congregation 
truly up-to-date in its attention to detail, contemporary 
language and communication.

These days the immediate and often the only source of 
weekend information about our synod�s congregations is 
the Internet. Some congregation websites, however, don�t 
mention their worship schedule on their homepage. Some 
don�t have a worship tab. Some list worship times in a 
less-than-logical location. Some don�t even have an easily-
uncovered church calendar for the intrepid web-shopper 
to use to reveal worship times � and some congregations 
use badly-dated calendar software. Many congregations 
don�t explain their communion schedule, and a few don�t 
mention the sacrament at all, anywhere, on their website.  

How important are Word and sacrament, the gathering of 
the faithful, and an open front door if these essentials are 
carelessly presented even to invested church shoppers? 
And for the many others looking for a church in our 
neighborhoods, individuals nudged by the Spirit, by 
needs and experiences which may have cracked open 
their hearts for a word of peace and hope, or by good 
memories of a childhood family church?  

An effective presence on the Internet is a requirement 
for intentional 21st century evangelism. In today�s 
marketplace of excellence and visual quality, our 
congregations ought to spend both effort and money, 
even in a tight economy, to communicate well. After all, 
whether a retired pastor or an inquiring visitor, we are the 
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Synod Assembly Resolution Actions and Election Results
Resolutions

For more information on each resolution, visit 
the synod Web site, www.mpls-synod.org.

RC2011-1 � Lutheran Youth, the Call to War 
and the Call from Jesus � Resolution sent to 
committee.

RC2011-2 � Calling the Minneapolis Area Synod to 
Speak and Act to Prevent Bullying, Harassment, and 
Related Violence � Resolution is adopted.

RC2011-3 � Concerning Youth Involvement on Synod 
Council � Resolution is adopted.

RC2011-4 � Asset Transfer of North Minneapolis 
Congregations � Resolution is defeated.

RC2011-5 � Memorial Calling the Minneapolis 
Area Synod to speak and Act to Prevent Bullying, 
Harassment, and Related Violence � Memorial is 
adopted.

RC2011-6 � A Review of the FBI Raids on Peace 
Activists � Resolution is adopted.

RC2011-7 � Memorial On A Review of the FBI Raids on 
Peace Activists � Memorial is adopted.

RC2011-8 � Revising the 2011 (2/1/2011 - 1/31/2012) 
Synod Budget � Resolution is adopted.

RC2011-9 � 2012 (2/1/2012 - 1/31/2013) 
PROPOSED Synod Budget � Resolution is adopted.

RC2011-10 (from the �oor): Legislative Consideration of 
Downtown Casino � Resolution adopted as amended.

Assembly Offering 

New ministries in the Minneapolis Area Synod: $5,737.75 
(as of 5/10/11)

Election Results

Augsburg College Governing Board
Eric Aune, All Saints Lutheran Church � Southwest Conf.
Dan Aune, Westwood Lutheran Church � Western Parks 

& Lakes Conf.
Norman Berg, Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 

� Northwest Conf.
Carl Casperson, Christ the King Lutheran Church 

� Bloomington Conf.
Larry Cruse, East Union Lutheran Church � Southwest Conf.
David Fernelius, Faith-Lilac Way Lutheran Church 

� Northwest Hennepin Conf.
Brad Froslee, Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church 

� Central Conf.
Lee Halstrom, Light of Christ Lutheran Church � 394 

Corridor North Conf.
Arnie Hermanson, Family of God Lutheran Church 

� Northwest Conf.
Maryann Kulka, Trans�guration Lutheran Church 

� Bloomington Conf.
Dodd Lamberton, Mount Carmel Lutheran Church 

� North Minneapolis Conf.
Jean Lingen, St. Luke�s Lutheran Church � Bloomington 

Conf.
Steve Lomen, St. Olaf Lutheran Church � North 

Minneapolis Conf.
Sara Masters, Immanuel Lutheran Church � Southwest 

Conf.
David Mohn, Holy Nativity Lutheran Church � Northwest 

Hennepin Conf.
Bob Molldrem, Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church 

� Southwest Conf.
Ross Murray, Mount Carmel Lutheran Church � North 

Minneapolis Conf.
Voting members acted on 10 resolutions and a full ballot


