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Celebrating 20 Years of Freedom in
Germany

By Rev. Paul Rogers

The Church of the Cross in count of an interrogation by the
Dresden is a huge church, with  hated Stazi, the State Security Po-
space for several thousanOn lice of the former government:
the night of October 8 it was AThey stopped the
full. All across eastern Germany, that | must give them the informa-
the 20th anniversary of the fall of tion they wanted.They would
the Communist government of theleave me alone for ten minutes,
former German Democratic Re- sol had time to reconsider my si-

Annual
Partnership

Trip to public is being celebrated witha | ence. 0
Nigeria variety of public and church In a later segment, the man de-
events, and this ecumenical ser- scribed the joy of being taken
Middle School 3 vice in the Kreuz Kirche was one from the terrible conditions of an
éﬂ:ﬂ;n od 1o of them. infamous prison, driven to central
Help Prgvide Our group of 18 from the Min- Dresden on October 11, 1989, and
Water in Africa neapolis Area Synod, invited by released near the central mar-
Dreams of 4 our Companion Synod partners inket. The Psalm turned to joy: |
Miniature Golf the Leipzig District of the Evan-  will praise you with all of my be-
in Nigeria gelical Lutheran Church of ing. | will sing praises to you as
Saxony, had not known what to long adl live.
expect when we filed into the full Our visit continuesWe have
'C‘;’;tzzt/eps for 4 church. The mood was one of re- more worship services to experi-
Minneapolis flection more than celebra- ence, and more discussions about
Youth Exchange tion. The mighty organ led us in aministry. More reasons to be
hymn. Most in our group joined thankful for our time with our sis-
St.Barnabasto 5 in, not understanding the words ters and brothers of the church of
K'A‘;ftkef”StGmS we were singingMany of the Leipzig. And the questions have

localssang all verses from mem- already startedHow can we help
ory, some with tears in their eyes. the rest of the Minneapolis Area
The "speech motet" was mov- Synod to understand and appreci-

Walki 6 . : :
Toze't?]ger in ing, even for those who could not ate this partnership?

Prayer and understand the textA woman

Deed read from one of the lament (The MAS delegation spent Octo-

Psalms: Lord, save me from the ber 612 in Leipzig.)
hands of my enemies..Then a
man read from a firgberson ac-
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UPCOMING
TRIPS TO
NIGERIA

You are invited to visit
our companion synod
in Nigeria! As we
continue to deepen our
relationship with the
Lutheran Church of
Christ in Nigeria
(LCCN), MAS-
sponsored trips to
Nigeria are planned for:

October 29N\ ovember
11, 2010

October 28November
10, 2011

The trips will include
visits to partner
congregations of the
LCCN, a visit to the
Mashiah Foundation in
Jos, and a day of
relaxation at Yankari
National Park where

you will swim in the
beautiful hot springs as
you watch the baboons
along the shore.
ContactKris Perry at
K.perry@mpls
synod.orgfor more
information. Group size
is limited.
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Group Prepares for Annual Partnership Trip
to Nigeria

By Kris Perry, Companion Synod Coordinator

This fall marks the fourth annual Associate, Heather Hammond, and
trip to Nigeria as part of the Minnea- Companion Synod Coordinator, Kris
polis Area Synod®&ary wibhmeetavithileaders of the t -
nership with the Lutheran Church of LCCN as well as representatives of
Christ in Nigeria (LCCN). Each yearthe ELCA, Global Health Ministries,
since 2006, members of the Minnea-and Mission Afrika, our partners
polis Area Synod have traveled to  from Denmark who first brought Lu-
Nigeria to visit with partner congre- theran Christianity to Nigeria in
gations of the LCCN to eithermeet 1 9 1 3. Pastor Hammo
their partners for the first time, or to cus, will travel with us and will ex-
reconnect and deepen existing rela- perience life in a rural community,
tionships. learn about their education system,

Thi s year 6fasld. tSixi @and despert his unelestanding of the
women from St. Paul Reformation medical and water needs in Nigeria.
Lutheran Church in St. Paul will de-  The third group will depart on Oc-
part on October 16 to visit their part-tober 28 and is comprised of Susan
ner congregation in Pella, Nige- Fanucci and Donna Nelson from Our
ria. Pastor Anita Hill, Shirley Heyer, Savi our 6s Lut her an
Diane Martin Hushman, Jo Ann Leir,Bethel who will visit their partner
Deanna Sande and Alice Swan will congregation in Jos; Neal Wilson, an
attend two days of the LCCN engineer with the Minnesota Pollu-
Women's Assembly where they will tion Control Agency who will visit
experience what itis liketo attendars o me of LCCNOs exi s
all-women's LCCN Women's Fel-  and wells to understand the current
lowship event.Following that, they needs for safe drinking water; and
will educate and train a selected three ELCA Deaconesses including
number of women who will, in turn, Sister Elsie Fregeau from Indiana,
educate and train the Pella commu- Sister Melinda Lando from New
nity on how to distribute and effec- York, and Sister Janet Stump from
tively use LLTNs (long lasting Pennsylvania.
treated bed nets). It is their hope that When Carol Bell returned from
malaria in the Pella community will her trip to Nigeria in 2006, she
be greatly reduced within a year if learned that the ELCA Deaconess
the bed nets are used consistently. Community had grant monies avail-
This is a pilot project that we hope able to educate, train and empower
will serve as an example for other women around the world. Carol de-
LCCN communities to follow in the cided to write a grant request, asking
future. the Deaconess Community for

The second group of threewill $3 0, 000 to hel p t
depart on October 18 in order to at- lowship Group of the LCCN com-
tend the annual LCCN PartnersConp | et e t heir womenos
ference in Jos, Ky fugneshing hem witlBteashlere gnd s

h e
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Trip to Nigeria Continued... We invite you
equipment (i.e., sewing machines, themselves the wonderful work these to follow
books, and teachers). The Deaconess women do, particularly in the area of

. . . . .. along on our
Community graciously granted the evangelism in the rural area. They will

Womends Fel l ows hi palsGhelp thgpwodeh Qrjtedtite @eport sgourney
over a thregyear period with the under- that the second installment of $10, OOO

standing that $10,000 would be releasednight be released. through
each year after receiving a report from We request prayers from you for ourNigeria by

the women in Nigeria as to the progresssafe travels and good health along the :
checking out

made in completing the work. Kris way.

Perry subsequently invited members of our blog:
the Deaconess Community to participate

in the trip so that they might see for http://29thstreetstation.wordpress.com/

Middle School Youth Challenged to Help Provide
Clean, Safe Water for Families in Africa

By Jo Mueller, Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator

AThir sisthethemé al the Lutheran Church in Tanzani&tudents .
2009 Celebration of Confirmation spon- are challenged to drink only water for :
sored by the Minneapolis and Saint Pautwo weeks (with the exception of milk £ .
Area Synods. The annual event will  for cereal or other restricted diet needsS et/ =
bring together thousands of middle saving the money they would have spe people lack éisagavater.
school youth from across the Metro areaon soda, energy drinks, coffee, etc. to o
for a night of learning, worship, chal-  give to the H20 Challenge Fund to help
lenge, and celebration on Wednesday, with these clean water needs. Contribu-

November 4 at the Roy Wilkins Audito- tion for Tanzania will be sent to the
rium. The theme will help the students SPAS office; those for efforts in Nigerie

think more deeply about matters of spirito the MAS office. 3
tual and physical thirst. When are they Jay Johnson and Pastor Judy Burge

thirsty? How do they quench their thirstainzig, both active participants in the | .
And how can we g¢i vVMASdlobal noknganianfrelatiohshipyimn
Watero to ot her s whNgeriaare assistimgiwithshe gfferts.

Connecting t his ylayasralsoswillihgtcenmeet with oonfir-h e
need for clean, safe drinking water in thenation groups who want to learn more
African companion synods for both about the specific needs and situations
MAS and SPAS made perfect sense. Nigeria.

The Celebration of Confirmation plan- The H20O Challenge will remain up
ning team is partnering with The H20 and running through the school year, to
Project (www.theH2Oproject.orgto allow congregations time to follow up

help raise awareness and dollars for theafter attending the November event, pefiz
repairing of old wells and the drilling of haps as a Lent or Advent focus. :
new ones in communities of The Lu- For more information, visit the Min- =
theran Church of Christ in Nigeria and neapolis Area Synod web site and clickjss=
The Iringa Diocese of the Evangelical on the Celebration of Confirmation link.


http://www.theH2Oproject.org
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Dreaming of a Miniature Golf Course at
Bronnum Lutheran Seminary in Nigeria

By Buntausa Amos Sunday, Luther Seminary Student

/ \ I am a gol f f an spousesspendinguirdevard takiogta
06 The f ami | yoreadmy story. Until today, | have walk together on the street, at the
played golf only once in my life and golf course, camping, at the lake, on

that plays that was the first time. I am lookingt he sports field, e
forward to it again. Itwasminia- t hat pl ays together
together stays ture golf, and not even 18 holes, butthey say. | believe spending time

only nine holes. My dream now is together with your spouse prolongs

together,o tto%&ilga miniature golf course life and encourages the relationship
say. 6 when | get back to Nigeriaatthe of this institution
seminary where | am teaching. to really be strong.
K j August 4" was my birthday and The golf course | am planning to
a friend of mine offeredtotakeme bui | d i n Nigeria 1is

to play a mini golf game to wind up golf course. You only play at the
the day. It was the first time | had field if you come with your spouse
hel d a gol f st i c land(amily.dtc gong to bevaehurchk n o
the name. Let me call it a stick). -based golf game that will encourage
We played nine holes and itwas  spouses to spend time together.
fun; it really made my day! | was If you are reading this story and
happy | played and had a goodtimear e a gol fer, youdv
with my friends. dream come true. Please contact me:
My reason for building a golf
course at the seminary in Nigeria is Buntausa Amos Sunday
: ( simple: for spouses and their fami- 1570 Eustis Street #305
, o lies to spend time having as much Lauderdale, MN, 55108
Sgl?t]%lsstﬁep;?s/lrl?mrzlgln fun as we did at the golf course. bamos001@Iluthersem.edu
his birthday. This is one of the lessons | have  651-6455972 (Home)
learned in America so far. | see 651-3951949 (Cell)

Next Steps for Leipzig/Minneapolis Youth
Exchange

By Jo Mueller, Youth and Family Ministry Coordinator

Plans for the 2010 Youth Ex- is leaning in some new direc-
change are developing! After six  tions. This year we will invite not
strong years of a program which hasonly youth, but also their pastors to
focused on tweaweek visits for ap-  be part of the exchange. They will
proximately twelve host students  be hosted by youth and pastors from
from each synod (here in Minneapo-several of our MAS congregations,
lis the first year, then in Leipzig the and the focus will be on congrega-
second), and one year of jubilee lasttional life, including mission and
summer, the vision for the exchangeministry with young people.
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Youth Exchange Continued...

Another new twist for 2010: and youth would have the same op-
holding the Exchange in the fall in-  portunity to sample congregational
stead of the summeiThe fall tim- life and everyday living in Leipzig.

ing would give our German guests a  Bishop Johnson and Pastor Paul
chance to experience the programs Rogers are continuing the planning
and ministries that happen during  with Superintendent Henker and Dis-
the school yearThe youth would trict Youth Pastor Torsten Heinrich
hopefully also have the chance visit during their October visit to Leipzig.
high schools across the city with Watch for more details in the months
their hosts, and maybe even take in aahead and please keep these next cou-
good ol 6 Amer i c a nragbousgteps s thé pogram ih yourt -
ball game.Next year, the pastors prayers.

Women at St. Barnabas Lutheran to Host 6 " Annual
Just Gifts Market
By Bonnie Welshons, Member of St. Barnabas Lutheran Church ALearn to
good; seek
We have been blessed with many include gifts of education for chil- justice, rescue
gifts. Here is an opportunity to give dren, prenatal health, projects tore-  the oppressed,
to others around the world this duce hunger and improve nutrition, defend the

Christmas season. St. Barnabas Lu- safe water, and vocational training.

theran Church in Plymouth willbe  The handicraft sale is also popular orphan, plead

holding their ' annuallusGifts and includes items such as quilts, for the

market on Decembef™&and &'in the home décor, musical instruments, wi dow. 0O
new church ministry center. This purses, jewelry, and baskets. In addi-

market is wholly created and run by ation, matching funds will be provided Isaiah 1:17

small, passionate group of women by Thrivent to help your gifts go fur-
who embrace the need to support  ther. Please come out and see for
women and children in our neighbor- yourself what you can do to support
hoods and around the globe. these important missions.

This year 06s mar k eSt Bamabas Lutperan @hurdhés a gnoppers at the
wi de sel ecti on o flocdtea htt15600 Ol RockfoeddRoag,i f b8 Just Giits
and fair trade handicraft items with  Plymouth, MN, 55446. The market market.
proceeds going to missions in coun- hours are B on both
tries such as Nigeria, Chile, Hondu- Saturday, December 5
ras, Laos, Jamaica, and Thailand.  and Sunday, December
Shopping will involve selecting the 6. The market will also
projects you want to support and giv- be open from 5:30 to
ing an amount of money to honor 7:30 on Saturday to ac-
those people on your gift list. These commodate Saturday
gifts are simple but important, and  worship.
best of all, they dondt need wrapping
or postage. The selections this year



