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Reflections around the Advent Wreath
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By Mary Simonson Clark
The first candle, Hope

Gospel text: Mark 13:24-37
Malaria fact: Every 45 seconds, another child dies from malaria.
Reflection: What does it mean to you to have work to do as you await our 
Master’s return?

Prayer: Pray for guidance as to what work we have to do individually and together to bring hope 
to our neighbors who suffer from malaria.
The second candle, Peace

Gospel text: Mark 1:1-8

Malaria fact: Malaria is most prevalent among people living in poverty.
Reflection: What is the relationship between “repentance for the forgiveness of sins” and peace?

Prayer: Pray for forgiveness as well as for the courage to act justly to reduce poverty and work 
courageously for peace.

The third candle, Joy

Gospel text: John 1:6-8, 19-28
Malaria fact: In January 2010, we said malaria took the life of a child every 30 seconds and 
over a million lives annually. Now, we say malaria takes the life of a child every 45 
seconds and nearly 800,000 lives annually.

Reflection: What did the joyful message John the Baptist proclaimed mean to the people who 
heard and believed it?
Prayer: Offer a prayer of thanksgiving for the joyful Good News and seek how you can share 
the joyful gift of life with our neighbors in Africa.

The fourth candle, Love

Gospel text: Luke 1:26-38
Malaria fact: When we lovingly care for our neighbors who are sick with malaria, it is as if we 
care for Christ (Matthew 25:37-40 NRSV)
Reflection: What does it mean to you that God loves us so much that God became flesh and 
experienced human suffering among us?
Prayer: Praise God for the gracious gift of our brother, Christ, and seek the will to love our 
neighbors as Christ loves us.

For further discussion of the Advent Wreath and other seasonal traditions, see:

Greeley, S. (December 2008). A journey: Advent, Christmas, Easter. Lutheran Women Today. 


Retrieved October 17, 2011, from  http://www.elca.org/Growing-In-Faith/Ministry/Women-of-the-ELCA/Lutheran-Woman-Today/Articles/2008/December/Journey.aspx 
October 17, 2011

